THE CONDITIONAL WORD “IF”

Ron Brigmon

According to the dictionary, the word “if” means a
condition, requirement, or stipulation. The worf] “i
appears in the KJV version of the bible 1595 tinties;
NKJV version 1637 times and the NIV version 17 8dets.
That's a lot of “ifs!”

Meditating on this word and being the rocket scgtnhat |
am, | discovered that the first half of this wosd'l.” That
means “I” have a big part (at least 50%) to plagid’'s

conditions which are His mandates and also His @esn

| met one condition on March 17, 1968. | receivesiu$
Christ as my Lord and Savior. | prayed with my Best
father-in-law and the Holy Spirit recreated anderegyated
my human spirit. | was made a new creature in €hris
Jesus. (2 Corinthians 5:17) If | had not made deatsion |
might be writing a different kind of article in @férent
kind of publication.

God'’s part was to recreate my human spirit. The paxt
of my transformation was min&o renew my mind to God’s
Word. (Romans 12:2) If | had not made that decision
would still be struggling as a “carnally minded Ghan.”
For lack of knowledge | would be defeated and dgstt.
(Hosea 4:6) If | had not said yes (my part) in 188feach a
Sunday school class in a Federal Prison Camp ldnwave
missed God'’s plan and destiny for my life.

God'’s part was to give me a gift to memorize HisrVo
My part was to read, study, and memorize it for Glsry.
If I had not made the effort to hide His Word, 1wid not
be blessed to be a blessing to others. We will ydweave a
part to play in God'’s plan for our lives becausel@ave
man a volitional (free) will.

If I lack reverential fear, | can become callousemorse
and Godly sorrow. (2 Corinthians 7:9) If | lack @ne
standing of holiness and sanctification, it will difficult to
understand and obey God’'s commandment in 1 Petéy 1:
“Be ye holy; for | am holy.” If | fail to study thg/ord of
God I will not fully grasp how much God loves mkEl fail
to acknowledge His love and goodness it will bedhar
develop a grateful heart. If | fail to confess nirysd will
not experience God’s forgiveness and the peaceight
standina relationshin. (1 John 1

REMEMBER

Katie Brigmon

Genesis 40:14 But when all goes well with you,
remember meand show me kindness; mention me {o
Pharaoh and get me out of this prisorlhis is the
statement that Joseph made as the cupbearer éeft th
prison. Verse23 however tells us that the chigf
cupbearerdid not remember Joseph; he forgot him.

| found a month old note in my Bible to remind nee |t
get a certificate to an inmate. He asked me fdrathad
gotten a visit during the graduation session ard it
received his certificate for Bible Study attendanden

sure he must feel that | had forgotten him. | add
intentions but it's our actions that are more intpot
than our intentions.

Hebrews 13:3says “Remember them that are in
bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer
adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.”

Frequently, inmates will tell me what all they plando
when they get out; to work with youth or come battk
prison. Sometimes they do; sometimes they dom't
know intentions are usually good but like the rmafstis
ex-prisoners can get caught up in the cares of life
Chuck Colson tells a story of when he was leavhg |t
federal prison where he served time. Ringing ndair as
he left was the voice of a man saying, “Don't fdrgs.”

Take time to remember in prayer and deed those |that
might be going through a battle that you've bgen
through.

MINISTRY FOR SEPTEMBER:

Bartlett Unit...................Sept. 1, 3, 6, 10, 17, 20, 24
Bryan FPC.....coo Sept. 2
TravisUnit..........ccoovieiiiiiienn, Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24
Murray Unit ... Sept. 8
Lockhart Unit (Women)........ccccovviviieeineennenes Sept. 9
FCIBastrop.....coovveeieee e e Sept. 14
Kyle Unit.......coooii e, Sept. 30

One on One County Jail Visits
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